December 29, 1993 


TO: Ray Sears 

Sears Family Asscoiation 
2027 Stoneridge Ln. 
Duncan, OK 73533 


FROM: Alice Lowder Zetterstrom 
138 Hillandale Farm Road 

(Off Southard Road) 

Saratoga Springs, New York 12866 


Actually, what I had in mind was.....that you might know a Sears family member that 

lives locally, at least a little closer than Oklahoma! There are a number of the descendants 
of Sunderland Sears in the Saratoga area (different family?). I can see I'm going to need 
your book to see who is who...check for $48.00 enclosed. 


From Newburgh go due North on Route 87 (Thruway & Northway) to Saratoga. 
It's a good drive, maybe 2 1/2 hours one way...probably a bit much for grandmother, but 
an uncle or cousin might want to come along and help. 


I'm sending copies of pictures I took in September of the cemetery. As you can see, a 
lawnmower is useless, this is more on the line of chainsaw & pruning gear. Some of the 
stones are broken and need to be repaired and reset. Gravestone repair is a subject that I 
have been learning about through the Association for Gravestone Studies - you may be 
interested in becoming a member, so I am enclosing a brochure. The quarterly newsletter 
is very interesting and I have ordered some of the books also. 


Don't be confused by the picture of Ada & Richard Sears stone which is in the city of 
Saratoga in Greenridge Cemetery. Just inside the main gate, on the left by the road. 
Greenridge is a very large and well maintained cemetery and there are many stones and 
monuments to Sears family members. I thought that this open book stone was interesting 
and so I took a picture of it. 


Now this is not cemetery repair weather in the Northeast. There may be some nice 
weather in March, but April is really the soonest any work could be done. 


The only other complication I can think of, is that the cemetery is a short distance behind 
a fairly new house. The fellow that lives there is named Greg....something. He owns, I 
believe, Rose's Diner on Rt 4 & 32 just north of Schuylerville. My husband stops there for 
breakfast sometimes when he is working nearby, and that is the person my husband asked 
for permission to be on the property. I don't know if Greg actually owns the property, or 
if it is behind his property line. I am a firm believer that a cemetery belongs to the people 


buried there and anyone living about is obliged to give right of way. In practice however, 
I always ask permission of the owner of adjacent property and have only once had a 
problem. It will be necessary to contact this fellow before chainsawing in his back yard. 
Ideally, what I try to do is to give the landowner as much information as I can find about 
the people buried in little family cemeteries - and then I hope that this will create enough 
of an interest in the cemetery so that the landowner will clean up and take care of the 
cemetery himself. Unfortunately, most of the small old cemeteries in this area are quite a 
mess. 

Some are taken care of by unrelated people who live nearby. I have been working with 
the Town Supervisor to get the larger abandoned cemeteries cleaned up. A small 
cemetery in the middle of someone's property is a different problem. There is a small 
cemetery on the next farm over from mine which I would love to clean up; the farmer that 
owns the property keeps saying he will get to it but doesn't, at the same time he is not 
eager for me to do it for whatever reason. But, in any case, I have every reason to believe 
that Greg will be delighted to have this cemetery cleaned up, but I guess permission will 
be necessary. My husband, Chuck, says he will talk to him next time he goes to the diner. 
I would like Chuck to get his address so that you can write to him ahead of time if you 
would like to. Is this starting to sound complicated??? 


Since I started maping and recording the small cemeteries in this area, it has become a 
much more complicated project than I would have thought. But, back in the late 1700's 
and early 1800's there were no large community cemeteries. The pioneers picked a pretty 
spot, frequently on a hill, and that was the family cemetery. The problem is that the farms 
didn't stay in the family, new families didn't bother maintaining someone else's cemetery, 
the farms are being broken up to building lots, and some of the new owners don't much 
care to have cemetery in the back, or front, yard. Some of the stones just mysteriously 
disappear into someone's patio and the cemetery is gone. In fact a neighbor up the road 
has a walkway made of cemetery stones, the cemetery is a corn field, and I have been 
trying unsuccessfully for a year just to look at the inscriptions in her walkway! I'd sneak 
up in the middle of the night, but if she didn't shoot me, the dog would eat me alive. 

You probably have your own share of genealogical nightmare stories to tell. 


I hope I have not discouraged you from visiting the Sears Cemetery in the Town of 
Saratoga. The are a few beautiful stones there that would be lovely repaired. I keep 
hoping that if some of these old cemeteries are restored, that people will take note and 
restore others. Perhaps the increasing interest in genealogy will assist with this goal. 


Sears Family Association 
2027 Stoneridge Ln 
Duncan, OK 73533 


17 Dec 93 


Alice Lowder rottermanturen 
138 Hillandale Farm Rd 

(Off Southard Rd) 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 


Dear Alice, 


Thank you so much for your letter! I was in Newburgh and Brewster in 
Oct for the Howes family reunion and looked at a number of Sears gravestones 
then. I have also done a lot of work documenting the Ancient Sears Burying 
Ground in Brewster, Cape Cod, MA. Of course your Saratoga find are the same 
descendants of Richard Sears. That grave garden has over 100 stones from 
1600-1800 which are all related. 


I will certainly have to schedule another visit to see my grandmother 
(she just turned 89) and uncle in Newburgh and try to get up to Saratoga 
Springs. Do you about how long it would take to drive there from Newburgh? 
Would I need chainsaw, pruning, mowing equipment or are you referring more to 
the shape the stones are in. 


In any case thanks again for the information. I will be in touch with 


Emily Thies soon. 
Cag andy 
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